' Application No. 10/509,242 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) An initiator incorporated in an inflator and adapted to 
trigger the inflator through propagation of flame from an initiating explosive to a gas 
generator of the inflator, wherein the initiator comprises a single closed bottomod tubular 
capsule for accommodating the initiating explosive, aad -the capsule having a tubular side 
portion and a closed bottom itself of tho oapsulo compriaco a plurality of rupture accolorating 
mnnnr . fnr nooolorating rupture portion. the tubular side portion comprisi n g at least two 
grooves that accelerate rupture of the tubular side portion and that propagate the flame in at 
least two different directions upon ignition of the initiating explosive. 

3. (Currently Amended) An initiator incorporated in an inflator and adapted to 
trigger tho inflator through propagation of flame from an initiating oxploaivo to a gas 
gnnnrntnr nf the inflato r according to claim 2 . wherein the initiator comprises a ainglo oloaod 
bottomod tubular oapsulo for accommodating th o initiating oxplooivo, and a comer connection 
portion-itself of the tubular capsule, which portion connects ftflie tubular side p ortion and athe 
bottom portion of the capsule, comprisoo a plurality of rupture accelerating moans for 
occ de rnting n^*^''"" "F"" ig"^^^"" nf thn initinting oxploaivo . the comer portion having the at 
least two grooves . 

4-10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currenfly Amended) An initiator according to claim 2, wherein the capsule 
itself comprises guide m e on s a taper portion for guiding detonation force induced from 
ignition of the initiating explosive toward the mpmrn nnnnlornting moannat least two grooves . 

12-15. (Canceled) 
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16. (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 2, wherein the ruptur e 
acc e l e rating m e ans is str e ngth weakening m e ans implomont e d such that strength of the 
tubular side p ortion of the capsule is wealc e n e d as compared with less than that of the bottom 
portion of the capsule. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 1 6, wherein the strength 
weak e ning m e ans is oonfigurod such that a wall thickness of the tubular sidej>ortion of the 
capsule is roducod as compared with smaller than that of the bottom portion of the capsule. 

18-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 1 6, wherein the strength 
woalconing means io a configuration ouoh that th e b ottom portion of the capsule convexly 
protrudes into an interior of the capsule so as to relatively w eaken the_strength of the tubular 
side p ortion. 

21 . (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 20, wherein a fragile 
part is provid"^ nt tv.n t^^h^^^nr pnrtinn nf thn nnpr.ulo and isthe at least two grooves are biased 
toward the bottom portion of the capsule from a position corresponding to a tip of a convex 
shape of the bottom portion. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 2, wherein the rupture 
nnnnlnrnting moano io further comprising a detonation-force-enhancing mean sdevice 
implemented such that detonation force to be imposed on the tubular side portion of the 
capsule is greater than that to be imposed on the bottom portion of the capsule. 

24. (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 23, wherein the 
detonation-force-enhancing ffieaftsdevice is implemented such that the amount of an initiating 
explosive for rupturing the tubular side portion of the capsule is greater than that of an 
initiating explosive for rupturing the bottom portion of the capsule. 
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25. (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 23, wherein the 
detonation-force-enhancing meaa sdevice is implemented such that an initiating explosive for 
rupturing the tubular side p ortion of the capsule is greater in detonation force than an 
initiating explosive for rupturing the bottom portion of the capsule. 

26-27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) An initiator according to claim 3, wherein the capsule 
itaolf comprises guide m e ans a taper portion for guiding detonation force induced from 
ignition of the initiating explosive toward the rupture occolcrating m e ans at least two grooves . 

29. (New) An initiator according to claim 2, wherein the at least two different 
directions are opposing directions. 



